
It is with profound re-

gret that we mourn

the passing of Prof.

Krzysztof Walawski,

an academic teacher,

our colleague and our

much beloved friend,

who died on 17 Sep-

tember 2005 after

a long illness.

Prof. Krzysztof Walawski was born on 19 De-

cember 1937 in Milanówek near Warsaw.

He earned his master’s degree from the Faculty

of Animal Husbandry of the Higher Agricultural

School in Olsztyn, Poland, in 1960. In 1965,

he was offered a position at the Regional Agricul-

tural Experimental Institute in Stare Pole, where

he supervised cattle and sheep herds as a senior as-

sistant of the animal husbandry unit. At the end

of 1967, he took up the task of organizing the Lab-

oratory of Blood Groups at the Provincial Station

for Animal Evaluation in Olsztyn, the first labora-

tory of this kind in Poland, which he supervised.

He also participated in the organization of the Na-

tional System for Animal Identity Testing.

In 1971 he received his doctoral degree in agri-

cultural sciences (specialization: immunoge-

netics), after defending his dissertation at the Insti-

tute of Genetics and Animal Breeding of the Pol-

ish Academy of Sciences in Jastrzêbiec, entitled

“Differentiation of the Structure of Blood Group

Genes of Polish Black-and-White Cattle in Pedi-

gree Breeding at State and Private Farms in

the Area of the Olsztyn Province” In 1973, he be-

came a member of the academic staff of the Agri-

cultural and Technical University (now called

the Warmia and Mazury University) in Olsztyn,

initially at the position of lecturer. He received

a post-doctoral degree in 1976, after submitting

a post-doctoral dissertation entitled “The Use

of Blood Groups as Markers of Genetic Changes

Resulting from the Selection in Polish Black-

and-White Cattle”, and consequently he became

an assistant professor in the Department of Animal

Genetics. In 1982, he was awarded the scientific

title of associate professor and in 1991 he was pro-

moted to a full professorship of the Agricultural

and Technical Academy in Olsztyn. Between

1978 and 1989, he was director and deputy direc-

tor of the Institute of Genetics and Breeding

Methods, holding both (since 1981) the position

of the head of the Department of Animal Genetics

and (since 1989) the head of the Chair of Animal

Genetics.
Prof. Krzysztof Walawski initially carried out

scientific research on identification and use of ge-
netic markers in dairy cattle breeding, in the 70s on
blood groups, in the 80s on polymorphic milk pro-
teins and blood serum, in the 90s on lysozyme,
and in the last few years on prion proteins and STR
markers. He was the author or a co-author of over
300 scientific articles focused on dairy cattle ge-
netics. For several years, he conducted research
within the framework of the Polish-German scien-
tific cooperation with Prof. Manfred Schwerin
of the Research Institute for the Biology of Farm
Animals in Dummerstorf, Germany.

While remembering the life and work of

the late Professor, we must not forget his particular

contribution to the education and development

of many generations of young people as well as ac-

ademic and research staff, and the creation of

a school of animal genetics in Olsztyn. His work

and outstanding scientific achievements are still

perpetuated in the work of his students. In the chair

that he headed, five employees were awarded

post-doctoral degrees. He supervised 20 doctoral

dissertations and over 250 master’s theses.

He was a member of the Polish Genetic Society

and the Polish Society for Animal Production,

a member of the Committee of Animal Husbandry
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Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences,

a member of the Scientific Council of the Polish

Academy of Sciences, Institute of Genetics

and Animal Breeding in Jastrzêbiec, and a mem-

ber of the editorial board of the Journal of Applied

Genetics.

He was repeatedly recognized for his scientific

and teaching work, training of academic staff

and shaping public attitudes, as well as for cooper-

ation in the local area, and honoured with state dis-

tinctions, including the Officer’s Cross of

the Order of Polonia Restituta and Member’s

Cross of the Order of Polonia Restituta. He was

also honoured an individual award of the Ministry

of National Education.

Prof. Krzysztof Walawski was a person for

whom his work was a life-long passion, a chal-

lenge to continuously undertake new and ambi-

tious tasks. He will remain in our hearts and minds

forever.

Prof. Stanis³aw Kamiñski

Chair of Animal Genetics

Warmia and Mazury University in Olsztyn
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