
Prof. Ignacy Wiatroszak,
who was the former head
of the Institute of Plant
Genetics in Poznañ and
Deputy Editor-in-Chief
of the Journal of Applied

Genetics, died on 1 May
2005.

He was born on 20 De-
cember 1924 in Dzier¿a-

nów Wielkopolski in central Poland. He graduated
from the Agricultural University in Poznañ in 1957,
when he received a master’s degree for his thesis
“Effect of Drought in Various Developmental
Stages on the Oil Content of Some Oil Crops”.
In 1959–1962 he was a researcher at the Experimen-
tal Laboratory of the Provincial Department of Ani-
mal Insemination in Poznañ. In 1963 he started to
work at the Agricultural University in Poznañ.
In 1965 he defended his PhD thesis “Variability of
Blood Cell Antigens in Cattle Bred in
Wielkopolska” and earned a doctoral degree in agri-
cultural sciences (specialization: immunogenetics).
Six years later, he finished his post-doctoral thesis
“Immunogenetic Characteristics of Pigs Bred in Po-
land”. In 1972 he moved from the Agricultural Uni-
versity to the Department of Plant Genetics (now
called the Institute of Plant Genetics), Polish
Academy of Sciences, Poznañ. He became the
head of the Department when Prof. Stefan
Barbacki retired in 1973. He held this post till
1985 and again in 1990–1993. In 1976 he was
awarded the scientific title of professor.

The scientific research of Prof. Ignacy
Wiatroszak covered various aspects of plant and
animal genetics, with particular reference to the
needs of agriculture. At the first stage of his inves-
tigations (1966–1972), his experiments focused
on the use of blood group genes as well as proteins
and enzymes in blood serum as markers of physio-
logical and biochemical processes in animal or-
ganisms. These were then pioneering works,

which arouse wide interest in Poland and other
countries. Results of the investigations were pre-
sented at international congresses in Paris (1966),
Warsaw (1968), Budapest (1970), and Vienna
(1972). The second stage of his scientific research
was concerned with theoretical aspects of genetics
and breeding of crops. Results of his research were
presented in several dozen publications.

Special attention should be given to Prof.
Wiatroszak’s achievements in the field of organi-
zation of scientific research. He transformed the
Department into the Institute of Plant Genetics.
He also coordinated research within the frame-
work of central governmental programmes:
“Breeding of High-Yielding Cultivars of Legumi-
nous Plants” (1976–1980), “Genetic Shaping
of Plant Productivity” (1981–1985), and “Genetic
Improvement of Cultivated Plants” (1986–1990).
Besides, in 1980–1994, he was Deputy Editor-in-
Chief of the Journal of Applied Genetics, which is
published by the Institute.

Because of the great demand for genetic re-
search on cultivated plants, Prof. Wiatroszak in-
spired the realization and coordination of several
important research programmes, such as the long-
term programme “Genetic Improvement of Culti-
vated Plants with the Use of Biotechnology and
Genetic Engineering”. Achievements of that
programme include the generation of many new
genotypes that were used as donors for breeding
of new cultivars, as well as the elaboration of new
methods of early and effective selection of crop
plants.

In 1978–1983, Prof. Ignacy Wiatroszak per-
formed the functions of the head of the Scientific
Board of the Programme for Development of Plant
Breeding and Seed Production in Poland in coop-
eration with the UNDP and the Polish Ministry of
Agriculture. He was also the head of Scientific
Boards at the Potato Institute in Bonin
(1974–1985), the Institute of Plant Breeding
and Acclimatization at Radzików (1985–1991),
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and the Institute of Dendrology of the Polish
Academy of Sciences in Kórnik (1993–1996).

For all the achievements, he received many
awards and distinctions, e.g. Scientific Award for
progress in the field of immunogenetics from the
Fifth Faculty of the Polish Academy of Sciences
(1970); Special Award from the President of the
Polish Academy of Sciences and Minister of Sci-
entific Research, Higher Education and Technol-
ogy (1973), Gold Cross of Merit (1977), Medal of
25th Anniversary of the Polish Academy of Sci-
ences (1978), Medal of the 25th Anniversary
of the Poznañ Society for the Advancement of

the Arts and Sciences (1982), Member’s Cross
of the Order of Polonia Restituta (1983), and Offi-
cer’s Cross of the Order of Polonia Restituta
(2004).

Prof. Wiatroszak was a man of great heart and
mind. Due to his death, the Polish science lost an
eminent immunogeneticist, while all of us lost
a warm-hearted friend and teacher.
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